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10 Downing of this, martial law was to be proclaimed for Germany.
Street,          We understand this to mean that mobilisation will follow

Friday, j[n Germany, if the Russian mobilisation is general and is
July sist, proceeded with. In these circumstances I should prefer
not to answer any questions until Monday."

I could see that, in spite of Henry's marvellously calm
temper and even spirits, he was deeply anxious.

There are certain sorts of men who in times of crisis
wonder what they themselves can get out of the situation ;
and could I but write frankly of the conduct of, not only
one or two of the Colleagues, but of other men in the early
days of the war, it would be interesting, in view of the
stories current at the time, and the nonsense that has been
invented since. But the sorrows of those early days, and
the tragic events which led up to the war are too fresh
in my heart for me to chronicle gossip.

Conversation at dinner in Downing Street that night
was difficult, and whatever topic was started was im-
mediately dropped. When we had finished, Henry went
down to the Cabinet room and Sir Edward Grey joined
us in the drawing-room. We sat and talked in a dis-
jointed way, all sitting in a circle,

I watched Grey's handsome face and felt the healing
freshness of his simple and convinced personality. He
is a man who " thinks to scale/' as Lord Moulton once
said to me of Rufus Reading, and obliges one to recon-
struct the meaning of the word Genius.

In the middle of our languid talk, messengers came in
with piles of Foreign Office boxes and he jumped up and
left the room.

Mr. Montagu (Financial Secretary to the Treasury)
came in, and, after exchanging a few words, he seized me
by the arm and said in a violent whisper:

" We ought to mobilize to-morrow and declare it!

I wish X------and Z------could be crushed for ever! their

influence is most pernicious:  would you believe it, they
are all against any form of action! "